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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW
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• DBE Certification  
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• Finding A Project 
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• Doing Business with ODOT: Consultant Services
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• ODI Updates – Contacts 
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ABOUT ODOT
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To provide easy movement of people and 
goods from place to place, we will:
__________________________________

Take care of what we have;
_________________________________

Make our system work better;
_________________________________

Improve safety;
_________________________________

Enhance capacity.

ODOT’S M ISS ION

With the mission to provide safe and easy
movement of people and goods from place
to place, the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) supports the state
highway system and promotes
transportation initiatives statewide.

As a more than $3 billion per year
enterprise, ODOT invests the bulk of its
resources in system preservation through
maintenance, construction, and snow and
ice operations.
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DIVISION OF OPPORTUNITY, DIVERSITY, & INCLUSION (ODI)
Lauren Purdy, Deputy Director

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/about-us/divisions/opportunity-diversity-and-inclusion-division

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

Office of Business & Economic 
Opportunity

Deborah Green, Administrator

DBE & SBE Certification
DBE Reporting

DBE, EDGE Goal Setting

DBE Supportive Services

On the Job Training (OJT) 
Program

Prevailing Wage 

Certified Payroll

Commercially Useful Function 
(CUF) Monitoring 

Americans with Disability Act 
(ADA) / Section 504

Title VI 

Statewide, Regional, District      
DBE, SBE, MBE, EDGE       

Resources

ODOT, Business Community 
Resources

DBE & Small Business 
Webinars, Workshops, Events

Workforce Diversity & 
Inclusion

Office of Civil Rights Compliance
Kathleen LaPlace, Administrator

Office of Outreach 
Lynn Stevens, Administrator

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/about-us/divisions/opportunity-diversity-and-inclusion-division


5 |

OFFICE OF OUTREACH CONTACTS

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

Northeast Regional 
Outreach Manager

ODOT Districts 4, 11 & 12
( 614) 560-9541 

lair.marin@dot.ohio.gov

Central Regional 
Outreach Manager

ODOT Districts 5, 6 & 10
(614) 466-3437 

lorraine.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lorraine Stevens

Southwest Regional 
Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 7, 8 & 9

(614) 400-9183
james.scales@dot.ohio.gov

James Scales

Northwest Regional 
Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 1, 2 & 3

(419) 345-7828
michelle.nuveman@dot.ohio.gov

Michelle Nuveman Administrator 
(614) 644-8436 

lynnette.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lynn Stevens
Lair Marin-Marcum
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DBE CERTIFICATION

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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ODOT’S DBE PROGRAM

• DBE Goal (15.6%) – Federally funded Construction Projects 
(highways, bridges, engineering/consulting services, etc.)

• DBE Development Goals – Federally funded Consultant 
Contracts 

• In FFY20, DBEs were awarded/committed $104M in federal 
funds
• Prime contractors made $83M in commitments to DBEs
• DBEs received $21M in prime contracts

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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SOCIAL DISADVANTAGE – REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION

Members of one or more groups listed are rebuttably 
presumed to be socially disadvantaged:

Women
Black Americans
Hispanic Americans
Native Americans
Asian-Pacific Americans
Subcontinent Asian-Pacific Americans

If not a member of the presumed class, burden of proof lies with 
applicant. 

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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LEVERAGING DBE CERTIFICATION
• Agencies (FAA, FTA, FHWA) that receive funding have DBE 

goals: 
• ODOT
• Local public agencies receiving federal $$$ through ODOT

• City of Cincinnati, Hamilton County, other cities and counties 

• Transit systems 
• COTA, METRO, Dayton RTA, Rural Transit

• Airports 
• John Glenn International, CVG, Dayton International, Cleveland Hopkins

• Interstate Certification
• Do business with surrounding states

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop



10 |

CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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DBE PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
• Presumed socially and economically disadvantaged owner must 

hold at least 51% ownership interest in DBE applicant firm
• Presumed socially and economically disadvantage owner must 

manage and control the DBE applicant firm
• DBE applicant firm must be considered a Small Business (as defined 

by SBA standards)
 3-year average annual gross receipts including its affiliates cannot 

exceed $26.29 million (up from $23.98 million) to qualify for DBE 
certification

• Personal net worth <$1.32 million
• DBE application firm must be an Independent business

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2019-08/SBA%20Table%20of%20Size%20Standards_Effective%20Aug%2019%2C%202019_Rev.pdf
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APPLICATION

UCP Application | Ohio Department of 
Transportation
Uniform Certification Application
Personal Net Worth Statement
NAICS Code Descriptor Request Form 

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/business-economic-opportunity/ucp/ucp-application
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CERTIFICATION PROCESS
1. Follow DBE application instructions at www.ohioucp.org
2. Intake review-All required documents MUST be submitted; if 

documents are missing email request sent to firm
3. When ALL required documents are submitted, file will be 

assigned out to analyst to perform desk review
4. If analyst needs additional information during desk review, a 

request for information will be sent to firm
5. Once desk review is complete and all information requested has 

been submitted, an onsite visit will be scheduled
6. Certification decision issued

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop

http://www.ohioucp.org/
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CERTIFICATION PROCESS - TIMEFRAMES
• Intake review-Certifying agency must request missing required 

documentation within 30 days of submission; if application and all 
required documentation is submitted by firm, file gets assigned to 
analyst for desk review

• Within 30 days of desk review, additional information may be 
requested by analyst 

• When file is deemed complete, onsite visit will be scheduled
• Certification decision may take up to 90 days once application is 

deemed complete. An extension of time may be needed; firm will be 
notified

• Additional information may be requested at any time during the DBE 
certification review process

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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CERTIFIED, NOW WHAT? 

Once DBE certified, firm will remain certified as long as it 
meets the eligibility requirements of the DBE Program (49 
CFR Part 26)

DBE certified firms MUST submit a notice of change within 30 
days of that change happening

An annual declaration must be submitted each year on the 
original date the firm became DBE certified along with 
complete copy of federal tax returns 

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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INTERSTATE CERTIFICATION

• A firm must be DBE certified in its home state before
applying for DBE certification in Ohio. 

• To apply for DBE certification in Ohio, out-of-state firms 
must submit an Interstate Certification Request form and all 
documents that were submitted to its home state for DBE 
certification, as well as any correspondence from the home 
state to DBE firm, notices of change, and annual declaration 
documents

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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ACDBE

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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WHAT IS ACDBE

• A business, located on an airport that is engaged in the sale 
of consumer goods or services to the public 

• A business conducting one or more of the following covered 
activities, even if it does not maintain an office, store, or 
other business location on an airport: 
• Management contracts and subcontracts
• a web-based or other electronic business in a terminal or which 

passengers can access at the terminal
• an advertising business that provides advertising displays or 

messages to the public on the airport
• a business that provides goods and services to concessionaire

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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ACDBE

• 3-year average gross receipts cap of $56.42 million for 
applicant firm and its affiliates

• The following types of businesses have size standards that 
differ: 
• Banks and financial institutions: $1 billion in assets;
• Car rental companies: $75.23 million 3-year average annual gross 

receipts; 
• Pay telephones: 1,500 employees;
• Automobile dealers: 350 employees.

• Check applying as ACDBE located on application page 5 (at 
top) and complete ACDBE Section 5 on page 13

Local, State, Federal Certification Workshop
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
CONSTRUCTION

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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ODOT
CONSTRUCTION

QUALIFIED 
CONTRACTORS AND 

CONSULTANTS

QUALIFIED 
SUBCONTRACTORS

ODOT INTERNAL
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ODOT Highway Projects May Have:
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Goals

o Federally Funded Highway Project

• Small Business Enterprise (SBE) Set-Aside Project

o Federally Funded Highway Project

• Encouraging Diversity, Growth & Equity (EDGE) Goals
o State Funded Highway Project

DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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• All Bidders (primes) must be prequalified

• Prime contractors must self perform 50% of project work 

• Prime and all subcontractors must be enrolled in Ohio Bureau of 
Worker’s Compensation (“OBWC”) Drug-Free Safety Program 
(“DFSP”) or a comparable program approved by the OBWC

DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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ODOT Work Types             
Work Types: 
Definitions and 
Minimum Skills 
Requirements | Ohio 
Department of 
Transportation

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/working/contracts/prequal-cert/prequal-cert-info/work-type-listing
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
CONSTRUCTION - FINDING A 

PROJECT?

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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• Typically 2 Bid 
Lettings Pamphlets 
per month

• 1-60 projects per 
Letting

• 800+ projects 
yearly

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/default.aspx
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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Note:
Project Number 
or 
PID Number

Note:
Project Goals  
(if any)



29 |

DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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Review
Section and/or
Item Description

Identify work 
your firm can 
perform 
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
CONSTRUCTION - FOUND A 
PROJECT; WHAT’S NEXT?

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: FOUND A PROJECT
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• Return to Construction Contracts page  
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages
/default.aspx

• Scroll down to Bidding Documents
o Bidding Documents Listing

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/default.aspx
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: FOUND A PROJECT
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• Identify Project# or PID#
• Review project Goals (if any)
• Review:  Planholders – Proposal – Addenda - Plans
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: FOUND A PROJECT
• Review Planholders List to 

identify Contractors that have 
purchased plans 

• Contact the Prime Contractor to 
submit a bid to quote the work 
that your firm can perform:
o 250+ Prime contractors are 

registered bidders 
o Speak with project Estimator 

and/or project manager
o Ask how your firm can become   

a supplier to them
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CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITIES: FOUND A PROJECT

• Review the Proposal online
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CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITIES: FOUND A PROJECT
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CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITIES: FOUND A PROJECT
• Review all Addenda (revisions/updates to project), if there are 

multiple documents



37 |

CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITIES: FOUND A PROJECT
• Review the Plans online
• Become familiar with ODOT Plans and Specifications
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CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITIES: FOUND A PROJECT

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION
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https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/default.aspx


40 |

DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
CONSTRUCTION

LOCAL LET

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION LOCAL LET
• Local Public Agencies (LPA) can receive funding through ODOT

• Some projects are listed on ODOT’s website; see Local Let Manual of 
Procedures 
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/local-
programs/local-let-manual-of-procedures/local-let-manual

• See Current LPA Projects Requesting Bids

o Bid Notices

• See Projects List

o Per Year

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/local-programs/local-let-manual-of-procedures/local-let-manual
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: CONSTRUCTION LOCAL LET
o Click on County Route Section

o Click on Year

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
SMALL BUSINESS 

ENTERPRISE (SBE) 
SET-ASIDE PROGRAM 
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: SBE SET-ASIDE

• ODOT's Small Business Enterprise (SBE) program was established to 
ensure that small businesses receive fair opportunities to participate 
in ODOT federally funded contracting and consulting activities as 
prime contractors

• The SBE program is a race/gender-neutral program that restricts 
competition for prime contracts on certain federally-funded highway 
construction and design contracts

• SBE projects are $2 million and under and include culvert 
replacement, bridge repair/replacement, geotechnical design, 
environmental consulting, etc.

• The SBE Program is a Set-aside program

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: SBE SET-ASIDE

Small Business Enterprise Set-Aside 
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/program
s/business-economic-opportunity/sbe

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/business-economic-opportunity/sbe
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: SBE SET-ASIDE
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• Firm must be SBE Certified and ODOT prequalified at time of bid
• SBE firm awarded the project will be the prime contractor for project
• SBE must self-perform 30% of the work on project
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
CONSULTANT SERVICES

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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CONSULTANT SERVICES OPPORTUNITIES
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• Office of Consultant Services: 
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/divisions/Engineering/consultant/Pages/default.aspx

• Functions as ODOT’s purchasing agent for consultant contracts 
• Manages consultant selection process from request to use of consultant 

through contract authorization
• ODOT consultant services include:

• Design: Roadway; Bridge; Highway Lighting; Bicycle Facilities, etc.

• Planning Studies Surveying, Mapping Services

• Environmental Services Right of Way Acquisition Services

• Bridge, Construction Inspection Task Orders

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/divisions/Engineering/consultant/Pages/default.aspx
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CONSULTANT SERVICES OPPORTUNITIES
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• Programmatics (requests for Letters of Interest 
[LOI]) are issued 3 times per year: January, May, 
September

• Programmatics may include: 
oDBE or EDGE Goals

oDBE or EDGE Development Goals

oSBE Set-Aside Goal 

• Sub-consultant will need appropriate Consultant 
Prequalification
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CONSULTANT SERVICES OPPORTUNITIES
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
FACILITY PROJECTS
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• The Ohio Facility Construction Commission (OFCC):https://ofcc.ohio.gov/

o Manages facility construction and major renovations for ODOT, 
other state agencies, state-supported universities, community 
colleges, public K-12 school projects, etc.

o Projects are state funded and may have Encouraging Diversity, 
Growth & Equity (EDGE) Goals

o ODOT facility projects might include: renovation/replacement of 
headquarters, full-service facilities, outposts, rest areas, salt 
barns, etc.

DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: FACILITY PROJECTS (EDGE)

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: FACILITY PROJECTS
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: 
PROCUREMENT & QUOTE  

OPPORTUNITIES
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PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/working/contracts/invit
ation-to-bid-and-coop-purchasing-info#page=1

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/working/contracts/invitation-to-bid-and-coop-purchasing-info#page=1
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PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES

DBE Certif ication /  Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

• Review InvitationURL to see bid information
• Note DtOpen
• Review PriceURL
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PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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• Review InvitationURL to see bid information
• Review Addenda (if included)
• Note DtOpen
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PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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• Review Invitation No. to see bid information
• Note: DtBegin; Exp Dt
• Review Award Tab (opens in Excel; includes current vendors on contract, pricing)
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PROCUREMENT MBE OPPORTUNITIES
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• MBE Set-Aside contracts start with “800” Invitation numbers; usually found on 
Page 2
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QUOTE OPPORTUNITIES

• ODOT’s eQuote system is for non-contract purchases of $2,500 to 
$50,000

• Can view current, closed, awarded, and non-awarded opportunities
• Register in Ionwave to automatically receive bid notices
• No certifications needed to respond to bids

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

https://ohio.ionwave.net/Login.aspx

https://ohio.ionwave.net/Login.aspx
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QUOTE OPPORTUNITIES
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• Open Current Bids
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QUOTE OPPORTUNITIES

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

• Bid Type - CSB (Competitive Sealed Bid) 
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QUOTE OPPORTUNITIES

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT: PROCUREMENT

https://supplier.ohio.gov/
Must be registered in the State of 
Ohio’s Supplier Portal to receive 
payment from ODOT / State 
agencies

ODOT’s Ionwave registration and 
State of Ohio Supplier portal are 
not connected

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

https://supplier.ohio.gov/
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BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE LAW (BIL) 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law - FHWA | 
Federal Highway Administration (dot.gov)

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/
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ODI UPDATES 
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ODI UPDATES/RESOURCES
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• Can sign up for each: 
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/
gov/odot/programs/outreach/outreach#page=1
• Scroll down to “Sign up for one or more of 

ODOT’s Division of Opportunity, Diversity, 
and Inclusion Outreach List Topics”

• Connect wit CEI thorough our Business and 
Economic Opportunity Site: Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) | Ohio 
Department of Transportation

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/outreach/outreach#page=1
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/programs/business-economic-opportunity/dbe#page=1
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OFFICE OF OUTREACH CONTACTS
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Northeast Regional 
Outreach Manager

ODOT Districts 4, 11 & 12
( 614) 560-9541 

lair.marin@dot.ohio.gov

Central Regional 
Outreach Manager

ODOT Districts 5, 6 & 10
(614) 466-3437 

lorraine.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lorraine Stevens

Southwest Regional 
Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 7, 8 & 9

(614) 400-9183
james.scales@dot.ohio.gov

James Scales

Northwest Regional 
Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 1, 2 & 3

(419) 345-7828
michelle.nuveman@dot.ohio.gov

Michelle Nuveman Administrator 
(614) 644-8436 

lynnette.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lynn Stevens
Lair Marin-Marcum



69 |

QUESTIONS 

DBE Certification / Doing Business With ODOT/ BIL update 3-17-22

?
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