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The Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) supports the state highway system 
and promotes transportation initiatives 
statewide.

As a more than $3 billion per year 
enterprise, ODOT invests the bulk of its 
resources in system preservation through 
maintenance, construction, and snow and 
ice operations.

ODOT’S MISSION

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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TRANSPORTATION THROUGH OHIO

Ohio Transportation System Statistics:

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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DIVISION OVERVIEW - SMALL BUSINESS & EXTERNAL 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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DIVISION OVERVIEW - SMALL BUSINESS & EXTERNAL WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

Deborah Green, Deputy Director

Small Business & External Workforce Development | Ohio Department of Transportation

Office of Small Business Services
Juleda Stoltz, Administrator

DBE & SBE Certification

DBE & SBE Reporting

Supportive Services

On the Job Training (OJT) Program

External Workforce Development

Title VI 

Americans with Disability Act (ADA) / 
Section 504

Office of Outreach 
Lynn Stevens, Administrator

Statewide, Regional, District DBE, SBE, 
MBE, EDGE Resources

ODOT, Business Community 
Resources

DBE & Small Business Webinars, 
Workshops, Events

Office of Contractor Compliance 
Katie LaPlace, Administrator

Prevailing Wage 

Certified Payroll

Prompt Payment

DBE, SBE, and EDGE Goal Setting

Good Faith Efforts

Commercially Useful Function (CUF) 
Monitoring 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transportation.ohio.gov%2Fworking%2Fexternal-workforce&data=05%7C02%7CLatonia.PerryGillispie%40dot.ohio.gov%7C520bdc95c21843bc25dd08dd76cbf931%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638797340607185302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fE1fDTBdktlUIIfZvwC5qFMCm9JvSw%2BQ34Yl%2FdIRm%2Bw%3D&reserved=0


7  |

OFFICE OF OUTREACH CONTACTS

Northeast Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 4, 11 & 12

(614) 989-8185 

jennifer.crist@dot.ohio.gov

Central & Southeast Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 5, 6 & 10

(740) 833-8042

lorraine.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lorraine Stevens

Southwest Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 7, 8 & 9

(513) 933-6656 

latonia.perrygillispie@dot.ohio.gov

Toni Perry Gillispie

Northwest Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 1, 2 & 3

(419) 345-7828

michelle.nuveman@dot.ohio.gov

Michelle Nuveman
Administrator 

(614) 644-8436 

lynnette.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lynn Stevens
Jennifer Crist

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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OUTREACH’S FOCUS

Connecting businesses to ODOT and other state agency 
opportunities 

Use education, outreach, and targeted resources to build 
access and awareness

Passionate about growing partnerships

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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BRIDGING CONNECTIONS

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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INITIATIVE TO EMPOWER OHIO’S VETERANS

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

Empowering Veteran-Owned Businesses

• Connect 
• Partner with agencies to link veterans to opportunities

• Educate
• Host target outreach and training events

• Support
• Assist veteran-owned businesses in navigating resources
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DOING BUSINESS WITH 
ODOT

A Vendors Road Map

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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DOING BUSINESS WITH ODOT 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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ODOT CONTRACTING & PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Construction & 

Trades 
Professional & 

Technical Services
Construction Material 

Supplier & Services
Commodities & Goods Administrative & 

Other

Highway & Bridge sub-
consultant, and Sub-
contractor

Engineering design and 
drafting

Rock and Hauling 
(aggregates, asphalt, etc. )

Safety products and PPE Marketing, graphic design, 
and printing

Concrete flatwork, asphalt 
paving, striping

Environmental consulting Equipment rental (with or 
without operator)

Office supplies and IT 
equipment (for internal 
support services)

Training, Translation, and 
facilitation services

Traffic control services, 
erosion control, seeding

Surveying, geotechnical 
services, and inspection

Site preparation and 
demolition

Electrical work (signals, 
lighting, guardrail 
installations)

Right-of-way services

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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WHAT DOES ODOT BUY – GOODS AND SERVICES
Construction & 
Maintenance 

Services

Materials & Supplies Equipment & 
Vehicles

Professional Services Technology & 
Software

Training

Roadways & bridge 
construction

Asphalt, concrete, 
aggregate, & salt

Snowplows, dump 
trucks, and maintenance 
vehicles

Engineering & Design 
consulting

Traffic monitoring 
systems

Vendor & Contractor 
training programs

Asphalt & concrete 
paving

Paint, signs, & lighting 
materials

Construction equipment 
(loaders, rollers, 
excavators)

Environmental studies & 
permitting

GIS and mapping tools Public outreach & 
communication services

Snow & ice removal 
services

Fuel and Lubricants IT and office equipment Surveying & 
geotechnical services

Project management & 
scheduling software

Event Support & 
facilitation

Roadside mowing & 
landscaping 

Safety equipment & 
personal protective gear

Construction inspection 
& project management

Data analytics tools for 
planning safety

Drainage, guardrails, & 
signal installation

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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ODOT CONTRACTING CERTIFICATIONS AT A GLANCE

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

Federal State

DBE Goals (23-25) — 15.7%
(Currently no goals)   

EDGE Goals — 5%

DBE Development Goals
(Currently no goals)

EDGE Development Goals

ODOT SBE Set-Asides MBE Set-Asides — 20%

ODOT SBE Goals VFBE Preference Program
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SMALL 
BUSINESS 

ENTERPRISE (SBE) 
PROGRAM 

Eligibility, Benefits, Requirements, 
Timeline

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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SBE PROGRAM – CURRENT STATUS

ODOT Projects: Advertised DBE goals updated to SBE goals; SBE 
Set-Asides continue.

Local Programs: DBE goals removed for projects currently 
advertised.

Future LPA Projects: SBE goal setting begins for projects 
December 1.

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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SBE PROGRAM

SBE Pilot

• Pilot projects for construction were included in
lettings across a 90-day span from June - September

• 3 engineering projects in the September
programmatic

• Formal approval received in August 2025 to continue
SBE contract goal setting

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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• All SBE firms must be certified prior to submitting a bid.

• In order to bid on a SBE set aside your company must be 
prequalified with ODOT’s Office of Contracts

•  Prequalification & Certification | Ohio Department of Transportation

• SBE certification is primarily focused on firms that 
perform work directly to heavy highway construction 
services.

SBE SET-ASIDE PRE-QUALIFICATIONS

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/working/contracts/prequal-cert/03-prequal-cert
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ODOT SBE CERTIFICATION: WHERE IT APPLIES

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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SBE REQUIRMENTS

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation



22  |

SBE Certification – Eligibility Requirements

Business 
Requirement
☐ Firm must be an 
independent, for-profit 
business

Financial Criteria
☐ Personal Net Worth 
(PNW) < $2.047 million

Revenue Limits
☐ Construction: ≤ $22.5M 
(3-year avg)
☐ Consultant: ≤ $12.75M 
(3-year avg)

Refer to ODOT SBE Guidelines for full details.

BUSINESS & SIZE STANDARDS

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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PERSONAL NET WORTH (PNW) 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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• ODOT will continue set-asides

• Construction set-asides < $2 million

• Consulting set-asides < $350,000

• The SBE must perform and exercise responsibility for at least 30% of the total cost of 
its contract with its own workforce.

• The SBE must perform a commercially useful function.

• In order to bid or submit a letter of interest on an SBE set aside, the company must 
be prequalified with ODOT’s Office of Contracts and/or Office of Consultant 
Services.

SBE CONTRACTS & REQUIREMENTS

Doing Business with 
Ohio Department of 
Transportation
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SBE QUALIFICATIONS

• A for Profit-Heavy Highway Firm –Must work in Construction or 
Construction Related Consultant Services AS A PRIME.

• Perform or exercising responsibility for at least 30 percent of the 
total cost of a construction or construction-related consultant 
services contract with its own workforce.

• PRIME = CUF(Commercial Useful Function)

• Subcontractors can perform other 70%.  

 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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• ​All applications must be completed in their entirety.

• If an applicant knowingly supplies false or inaccurate information, the 
applicant shall be disqualified and may be subject to further penalties as 
provided by law.

• The business, or any principal owner of the business, must not have 
been debarred or convicted of bid-related crimes or violations within 
the past six years in any state or federal jurisdiction, or be under notice 
of intent to debar in any jurisdiction.

SBE DISQUALIFICATION

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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ODOT SBE CERTIFICATION: ADVANTAGES 

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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CERTIFICATION PROCESS & TIMEFRAMES

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE WITH ODOT: SBE SET-ASIDE

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

Construction SBE Consultant Services SBE

Set-Aside Amount Under $2M $250K – $300K

Typical Projects Bridge, Culvert, Resurfacing Geotechnical, 
Environmental

Eligibility Notes ODOT Prime Contractor ODOT Prime Contractor

Comparaison: Construction SBE vs Consultant Services SBE
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Small Business Enterprise (SBE) Program | Ohio Department of Transportation

Business Size Meets U.S. DOT size standards

Ownership & Control 51% disadvantaged ownership

Personal Net Worth Below $2.047M per owner

Independence Operates independently

Location U.S.-based, performs useful function

Management & Control Owner's direct operations

Licensing & Expertise Required licenses & skills

ELIGIBILITY FOR SBE - WRAP IT UP

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transportation.ohio.gov%2Fworking%2Fexternal-workforce%2Fcertification%2Fsbe&data=05%7C02%7CLatonia.PerryGillispie%40dot.ohio.gov%7Cd91035e7632d4259787608de17c5d697%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638974335632370087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F77HADTE64eFWUzseCVYvYEWzuEcGy3MEitxSby3QZQ%3D&reserved=0
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OFFICE OF OUTREACH CONTACTS

Northeast Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 4, 11 & 12

(614) 989-8185 

jennifer.crist@dot.ohio.gov

Central & Southeast Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 5, 6 & 10

(740) 833-8042

lorraine.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lorraine Stevens

Southwest Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 7, 8 & 9

(513) 933-6656 

latonia.perrygillispie@dot.ohio.gov

Toni Perry Gillispie

Northwest Regional 

Outreach Manager
ODOT Districts 1, 2 & 3

(419) 345-7828

michelle.nuveman@dot.ohio.gov

Michelle Nuveman
Administrator 

(614) 644-8436 

lynnette.stevens@dot.ohio.gov

Lynn Stevens
Jennifer Crist

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation
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TRANSPORTATION.OHIO.GOV

Doing Business with Ohio Department of Transportation

Lorraine Stevens

Central and SE Ohio Regional Outreach 
Manager

Lorraine.Stevens@dot.ohio.gov

w 740.833.8042 c 614.949.0142

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/working/external-workforce/events
mailto:Lorraine.Stevens@dot.ohio.gov
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